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Conscientiousness
Extraversion
Agreeableness Recent research suggests that there is an influence of personality on different aspects of Information Behavior. However, there is a lack of research regarding actual behavior in the context of Web Search as a now dominant type of information behavior.
To operationalize the concept of personality we use the well known Big 5 Personality Traits. It depicts human personality on 5 scales.
Research Question
The study was conducted as a laboratory experiment. Participants had to perform web search tasks using Google Chrome on a laptop. The sample consisted of 30 participants, mostly students.
Participants had to find information for a specific subjects (Radio waves and brain tumours). They had to mark relevant web documents as favorites and store them in a "favorites" folder in their browser. For each task, participants had a time limit of 15 minutes. For the first task participants were supposed to find five general pages, PDFs etc. and store them. In the second task they had to explicitly look for scientific literature and mark three articles. 
